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Synopsis

The world is at a crossroads. Energy demand is soaring. Climate disasters are

intensifying and insurance costs are skyrocketing. And global divisions are

deepening. Instead of coming together to confront these challenges, societies are

growing more polarized—left vs. right, energy security vs. climate action, transition

vs. tradition. With the stakes higher than ever, can we still find common ground—or

are we already too late? 

As the race for energy accelerates, driven by the rise of AI and the electrification of

everything, we are pushing energy needs into uncharted territory. Massive data

centers—some the size of entire cities—are being built to power the AI revolution,

consuming staggering amounts of electricity, while millions worldwide still live

without reliable power. For years, global leaders promised that a transition to

renewables and nuclear would solve the climate crisis. But in this new era, that

vision is under pressure. Is it time to move beyond the old model? Is it time to stop

talking about energy transition—and start talking about responsible energy

addition? 

The demand for more energy is inevitable. The question is whether that demand will

drive climate collapse—or spark bold innovation and clean investment? Can we

scale up responsibly, or will we sacrifice the planet in the name of progress? 

POWERPLAY redefines the global climate conversation. This documentary explores

the collision between politics, technology, and humanity’s energy future. Through

cutting-edge innovation, bold policy, and deeply human stories, it asks: Can we

build a future that works for everyone—or are we clinging to solutions that no longer

fit the crisis? The battle for our planet has begun. The outcome will shape the next

century—and the lives of generations to come.

Coming Soon



Writer's Statement

Artificial intelligence is rapidly changing how we live, work and solve problems. It is

helping us analyze vast amounts of information, automate routine tasks, accelerate

scientific discovery and create new possibilities. Like earlier transformative

technologies, AI will disrupt industries and jobs while creating new ones.

But this revolution has an enormous appetite for energy.

The data centres that train and operate AI models require vast amounts of

electricity. That demand comes as developing countries across the Global South are

consuming more energy as hundreds of millions of people seek greater prosperity

and improved standards of living.

This dilemma lies at the heart of our film. AI and global economic development are

increasing electricity demand faster than new low-carbon generation can be built.

Natural gas, alongside renewables and nuclear power, and in some regions coal, is

filling the gap. Yet climate change is not waiting.

We have crossed the Rubicon with AI. There is no turning back. Nor can we simply

give up on addressing climate change.

We need to confront the world as it is: energy demand is growing, AI is accelerating

that growth, and atmospheric carbon continues to accumulate. This film asks

whether innovative climate-finance models, carbon removal and permanent carbon

storage can help reconcile these competing realities.

For more than 30 years, my research and teaching have explored the intersection of

innovation, technology, economics and science. Two decades serving on the boards

of international energy companies and environmental organizations have also given

me a close view of the possibilities and constraints of transforming our energy

systems.

But my motivation for making this film is ultimately personal.

I am the grandfather of five young children. Their generation will live with the

consequences of the choices we make today. That drove me to collaborate with

award-winning filmmaker Sylvester Ndumbi on this documentary, not simply about

the climate and energy challenges before us, but about the new ideas that might

allow us to confront them.



Director's Statement

We are operating within a climate framework that is being rapidly overtaken by new

realities. Powerplay comes from that tension. As we accelerate efforts toward

energy transition, we are also witnessing the rise of artificial intelligence, one of the

most energy-intensive revolutions in human history. Massive data centers are

expanding rapidly, driving energy demand to levels we have never seen before.

At the same time, in the Global South, where I am originally from,millions of people

still live without reliable electricity. For them, energy is not about reduction. It is

about access.

This is the contradiction at the heart of this film.

PowerPlay does question whether as a society, we should shift our conversation

from Energy Transition to Energy Addition. The film explores a broader reality: one

of where the challenge is not only to reduce emissions, but to produce significantly

more energy, cleanly and equitably, at a global scale.

Because the questions we face are becoming unavoidable:

Can energy supply keep up with explosive demand?

Are we building systems that require constant, increasing power?

And what happens to those still waiting for access?

This film does not enforce a single narrative. It investigates the systems,

assumptions, and trade-offs shaping our future—bringing together diverse

perspectives to better understand what lies ahead.

I believe Powerplay has the potential to become a cultural moment—a film that

reframes how we think about energy, climate, and progress, and that continues to

resonate in classrooms, policy discussions, and public discourse.

Because the future will not be defined only by how we reduce energy, but by

whether we can build enough of it, for everyone.



Harrie Vredenburg, PhD

Producer/Writer Bio

Harrie Vredenburg is a researcher, educator and documentary producer specializing

in innovation, sustainability and the global energy industry. He is Faculty Professor

of Strategy and Global Management at the University of Calgary’s Haskayne School

of Business, a Research Fellow at its School of Public Policy, and International

Research Fellow Emeritus at Oxford University’s Saïd Business School.

Vredenburg has published extensively on energy, innovation and sustainability, with

research cited more than 10,000 times, and has served for 20 years on the boards

of international public and private energy companies, championing emissions

reduction and environmental, social and governance initiatives.

With filmmaker Sylvester Ndumbi, he produced Without Leaving Anyone Behind:

Humanity at an Energy Crossroads. The documentary was screened at the 2023

World Petroleum Congress and selected by the United Nations as an official Side

Event at the COP28 Climate Summit in Dubai, followed by film festival and cinema

screenings in North America and Europe.

Drawing on decades of experience at the intersection of energy, technology,

business and public policy, Vredenburg brings to this film a perspective shaped by

both research and first-hand engagement with the energy industry as it confronts

the competing demands of rapidly growing electricity consumption, technological

change and climate action.



Sylvester Ndumbi

Producer/Director Bio

Sylvester Ndumbi is an award-winning filmmaker and producer with over a decade

of international experience creating premium unscripted and scripted content. His

work has screened globally and engaged audiences at the highest levels of policy,

culture, and entertainment.

Most recently, Ndumbi was invited by the United Nations to present POWERPLAY,  

his upcoming documentary, co-produced with Harrie Vredenburg, in Brazil — a

major international recognition of his leadership in climate and energy storytelling.

His previous documentary, co-produced with Harrie Vredenburg, Without Leaving

Anyone Behind, was selected as an official UN side event at COP28 in Dubai and

has since achieved global distribution.

In the scripted space, Ndumbi recently produced the drama series, My African

Family, distributed in 10 countries, including Canada, with the series now

commissioned for a second season, demonstrating both creative vision and

international market viability.

Beyond production, Ndumbi serves as a Board Member of the Alberta Foundation

for the Arts, where he helps steward significant public investment into the

province’s creative sector.
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TORONTO 

Brian Hong – Director, Environmental Markets Solutions Group, RBC

Capital Markets

Dr. Phil De Luna – CO-Founder &amp; CTO, CURA (at time of filming:

Chief Carbon Scientist &amp; Head of Engineering, Deep Sky
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NETHERLANDS 
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Dr. Sebastian Geiger - Energi Simulation Research Chair in Sustainable GeoEnergy

Valeria Nogales Herrera – PhD Researcher, Geothermal Energy, Delft University of

Technology
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Willemijn van Rooijen – PhD Researcher, Underground Hydrogen Storage
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Dr. Leonardo Guimaraes – Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Federal

University of Pernambuco, Energi Simulation Industrial Research Chair

Mary Nyange Ndambo – Ministry of Environment, Sustainable Development, and

Climate Economy, Kinshasa
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THE FILMMAKERS WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE THAT TOOK

PART IN THIS FILM, IN FRONT OF AND BEHIND THE CAMERAS.
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Sylvester Ndumbi

403-975-5861

admin@oneplanetfilms.net
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